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Ee To THE 
Relations and Friends 
OF THE 


DECEASED, 
Much Eſteemed in the Lo RD. 


T is not to renew your Grief, but to 

teſtiſy my Reſpect to our dear de- 
parted Brother; and with à fincere de- 
fire, to offer ſomething, for your In- 
fruftion and Support, I have been pre- 
vail'd with, to put this plain Diſcourſe 
into your Hands. 

We are all dying Creatures, and 
there is no Confideration I know of more 
likely to render Death comfortable, than 
that of an Intereſt in the Covenant of 
Grace, a Covenant ordered in all 
things, and ſure. 
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Bleſſings of i: 
That we may feel the 
in our H. earts, fedjaby — aur Sed 

Security, and live out the 

3 3 2 an 105 bumble Converſation, 
till ws are made meet to enjoy him who 
7s the Sum and All of it; is the earn- 


et Defire, 


Of your Sympathizing Friend, 


and Servant in the Lord, 


SAMUEL WILSON. 
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Is AI AH Chap. liv. Ver. 10. 


Tyr the Mountains ſhall depart, and the Hills 


be removed, but my Kindneſs ſhall not depart 
from thee, neither ſhall the Covenant of my 
Peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath 


mercy on thee, | 


A T the particular Requeſt of your late 
1 A worthy Paſtor, the Rev. Mr. Coombs, 
II am to addreſs myſelf to you on the melan- 
XZ choly Occaſion of his deceaſe. 

The Words above read, he fix'd on him- 


ſelf as the Subject of his Funeral Diſcourſe ; 


| . the good Lord grant they may be as uſeful to 


you as they were ſweet and comfortable to 
XZ him! 


In the foregoing Chapter the Evangelical 
Prophet under the Inſpiration of the Holy 
-* Ghoſt, gives us a very lively Deſcription of the 
= Sufferings, Death, Reſurrection, and Triumph 
of the Son of God, the great Head of the 
Church, the Friend and Surety of his People. 
In this he proceeds to give us an Account 
of ſome of the bleſſed Fruits of his Undertak- 
ing in the Call of the Gentiles, and the extra- 


_ ordinary 
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ordinary Glories, which ſhould be put upon the 


Church, under the Goſpel Diſpenſation. 

And as this might ſeem a very improbable 
Event, conſidering the Ignorance, Prejudices, 
and Superſtition, with which for ſo many Ages 
they were over-run ; God enters into the 
moſt ſolemn Engagements, that it ſhould cer- 
tainly take place in the appointed time; and 
that when it was fulfilled, and they taken into 
his Family, he would not forſake them, or 


ive them up any more to reproach. 
This, ſays he, 7s as the Waters of Noah unto 


me : for as 1 have fworn that the Waters of 


Noah ſhould no more go over the Earth: fo 
have I ſworn that I would not be wreth with 
' thee, nor rebuke thee. For the Mountans ſhall 
depart, and the Hills be removed, but my Kind- 
neſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the 
Covenant of my Peace be removed, ſaith the 


Lord, that hath mercy on thee. 
In which we may obſerve, 


I. An Account given of a Covenant, which 
is aſcribed to God, and ſaid to be a Covenant 
of Peace. 

II. We are informed of the Spring and 
Source of this Covenant, Kindneſs and Mercy. 
III. A moſt ſolemn Aſſurance of the Stabi- 
lity, Perpetuity, and Unchangeableneſs of it, 
1t ſhall not depart nor be removed. 10 
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IV. We have the Amplification or farther 
Illuſtration of this Security, This is as the Wa- 
ters of Noah unto me, and though the Moun- 

tains may depart, and the Hills be removed, 


my Kindneſs ſhall not depart, &c. 


We ſhall attend to theſe in their Order. 


I. We have an Intimation of a Covenant, 


J which is attributed to God, and called a Co- 
venant of Peace, Neither ſhall the Covenant of 


my Peace be removed, ſaith the Lord. 
For the better underſtanding of which it 
will be neceſſary to obſerve, ſome things con- 


; cerning a Covenant in general; and then to ſhow 


you why the Scripture always calls it God's C- 
venant, and wherein it is 2 Covenant of Peace. 
1ſt, We are to hint ſome things concerning 


2 a Covenant in general. 


And we all know in the common Acceptati- 


on of the word a Covenant is an agreement or 


ſettlement between two Parties or more, con- 
cerning certain things which each has in Poſ- 
ſeſſion, as his own, of right; and which the 
other cannot claim or demand without his Con- 
ſent firſt obtain'd; which Conſent is founded 
upon the performance of Conditions agreed on 
between them. Thus the Maſter has no right 
to the Labour of the Servant but on the foot 
of Maintenance, or Wages; nor the Servan* 


any Chaim to the Proviſion or Hire of the- 


Maſt- 
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Miſter any farther than he performs the Duty 
agreed on, to be diſcharged by him. 
Hence it appears there is a wide difference 


between God's Covenanting with his Crea- 


tures, and their Covenanting one with the o- 
ther: The Creature has nothing he can ſtrict- 
ly ſpeaking call his own. His Being, Powers, 
Subſtance, his All is God's Property meerly lent 
him or intruſted with him, the original Pro- 
prietor ſtill retaining his Right So that it is 
an act of great Condeſcention in God to treat 
with any of his Creatures, how exalted ſoever, 


on the Terms of a Covenant; he might demand 
all in the Sovereign Language of a Law, nor is 


there any room for Stipulations with him, who 
holds our Souls in Life, and gives us every 
Bleſſing we poſſeſs. 

In the ſacred Scriptures, we are inform' d of 
two Covenants, one made with Adam as the 
Repreſentative of all his Poſterity; the other 
with our Lord Jeſus Chriſt as the Head of the 
Ele& or the Church, his Myſtical Bodv. The 
former is generally called a Covenant of Works, 
the Terms of it being Do this and Live; the 
other a Covenant of Grace, as it flows from 
the good Pleaſure of God, every Bleſſing of 
it is convey'd in a way of Sovereignty, and 
the deſign of the whole is to exalt the Riches 

of his Grace. 
The Covenant of Works Man broke by his 


Rebellion againſt his Maker, and involved 
him- 
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himſelf and all repreſented by him, in the Pe- 
nalty due to that Violation, + Judgment came 
upon all Men unto Condemnation by the Diſobe- 
dience of that firſt Man: And ever ſince the 
Law is become Weak thro' the Fleſh, as to a 
poſſibility of any Man's being juſtified by it : 
God having concluded all under Sin, therefore 
as the Apoſtle obſerves * by the Works of the 
Law no Fleſh can be Juſtified in his Sight, 
This being foreſeen by him, who by one 
intuitive View beholds what is paſt, preſent 
and to come: Mercy engaged the Divine Wis- 
dom to fix on an expedient to recover ſome 
from the Ruins of the Fall: And tho' it may 
ever remain a Myſtery beyond our Compre- 
henſion, that Man ſhould be taken, and An- 
gels left; it is matter of Joyful Surprize that 
ſo it is. The Determination paſs'd, Deliver 
them from going down into the Pit, I have 


found a Ranſom. 


For which gracious Purpoſe, there were 
Covenant Tranſactions, between the Eternal 
Three, which from the Event, as well as Re- 
velation, we learn were to this Effect. 

The Father engaged to Pardon, Juſtify, and 
Glorify all who ſhould be redeemed by the 
Son, and ſanctified by the Holy Spirit; that 
the Son ſhould have 4 Seed to Serve bim, ſee 
of the Travel of his Soul and be ſatisfied, and 
in conſequence of his Humiliation, be highly 
Exalted, have a Name above every Name ; be 

MH a 


+ Rom. 5. 18. Rom. 3. 20. 
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not only take away the matter of Controverſy, 
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a Prince and a Saviour, and that of his 
Dominion there ſhould be no End. 

The Son engaged he would become Incar- 
nate, take the Body prepared for him by his 


Father, and do all his Will, that he would ſtand 


in the place of all who were choſen unto eter- 
nal Life, obey and magnifie the Law, be 
made Sin for them, and bzre the Curſe due to 
their Tranſgrefſions. That he would work 
out Salvation, and obtain compleat Redempti- 
on for them | 

And tho” the Holy Spirit's Engagements are 
not ſo frequently inſiſted on, it is certain from 
the Glory of his Perſon, as Co-eſential with 
the Father and Son, and the Province he at- 
tends in the great Bleſſing of Salvation, that 


he undertook to call, and renew, ſanctify, 


guide, comfort and preſerve, all who were 


Ordained to eternal Life by the Father, and 
redeemed by the Blood of the Son. 


The great Mediator and Surety of this Co- 
venant is Emmanuel, God and Man, and thus 
duly qualified to interpoſe between the angry 
Judge and Hell-deſerving Criminal, throughly 
acquainted with all the Rights of the Father, 


and the Diſtreſs and Poverty of the Creature; 


equally zealous for the Glory of the One, as 
Compaſſionately concerned for the Happineſs 


of the other. | 
And as a moſt Gracious Mediator, He does 


but 
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but engages for the Continuance of Friendſhip. 


On the Fathers part that every promiſe ſhall 
be fulfilled ; and on the behalf of his People, 
that he will make them Holy, and that the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs ſhall appear in them 
to the Glory of God; and that when he has 
compleated a Work of Grace in them, he will 
preſent them to him a Glorious Church, not 
having Spot or Wrinkle or any ſuch Thing. 
Saints are no otherways Parties in this Co- 
venant, but as under their Head and Surety, 
in whom they are bleſſed with all Spiritual 
Bleſſings, whole Spirit is ſent into their Hearts 
to take away the Stone out of them, and make 


| 3 them Hearts of Fleſh, to put a filial fear of God 


Ta. 


into them, and write the Law of the Lord in 
their inward Man, and the Ho/d which Chriſt 
their Coyenant Head has of them is their Se- 
curity, that they ſhall not be left Fully, or Fi- 
nally, to forſake the Lord. 

David appears to have had a diſtinct Know- 
ledge of this Covenant, and in the view of 
Death, breaks out in an holy triumph, “ A 
though my Houſe be not ſo with God: Yet be 
hath made with me an everlaſiing Covenant, or- 
dered in all things and ſure, for this is all my 
Salvation, and all my Defire, although be make 
1 not to grow. 1 ö 

And the invaluable Bleſſings contained in it 
are ſweetly unfolded, among other inſpired 
Writers, by the Prophets Jeremiah and Eze- 

B 2 kiel 
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Kiel in the Old Teſtament, and the Apoſtle 
Paul in the New; the Prophet Jeremiah gives 
this account of it, Beho!d the Days come, 
faith the Lord, that I will make a new Cove- 
nant with the Houſe of Izrael and the Houſe 
of Judah, not according to the Covenant that I 
made with their Fathers in the Day that I tosk 
them by the Hand to bring them out of the Land 
of Egypt; which my Covenant they brake al- 
though I was an Huſband unto them, ſaith the 
Lord. But this ſball be the Covenant that J 
will make with the Houſe of Izrael, after thoſe 
Days, faith the Lord, I will put my Laws in 
their inward Parts, and Write it in their 
Hearts, and will be their God, and they ſhall 
be my People, And they ſhall teach every Man, 
&c. for 1 will forgive their Iniquity and I will 
remember their Sin no more. And in the next 
Chapter it is declared of the fame Perſons, 
They ſhall be my People, and I will be their 
God, and I will make an everlaſting Covenant 
with them, that IT will not turn away from them 
to do them good, but I will put my Fear in their 
Hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me. 
The Prophet Ezekiel brings much the ſame 
report. || Thus ſaith the Lord, &c. I will 
give them one Heart, and put a new Spirit 
within you: And I will take the Stony Heart 
out of their Fleſh, and will give them an Heart 


of Fleſh, that they may walk in my Statutes and 
| heep 
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keep my Ordinances and do them, and they ſhall 
be my People and I will be their God. 

The firſt of theſe is quoted by the Apoſtle 
Paul, it he was the Author of the Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, in the Eighth Chapter, from the 
8th to the 13th verſe, with very ſmall Varia- 
tion; where he * alſo calls it a new Covenant, 
and a + better Covenant eſtabliſhed upon better 
Promiſes, And in his Epiſtle to the Galatians, 
he ſpeaks of it as || The Covenant confirm'd of 
God in Chriſt , which contains a very clear Re- 
preſentation of the Author, Meatator, and Se- 
curity of it. | 

Which leads us to conſider how it may be 


ſaid to be God's Covenant, for thus the Scrip- 


ture always repreſents it, ¶ My Covenant ſhall 
ſtand faſt with him, ſpeaking of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, typified by David; and again, My Co- 


venant will I not break, and elſewhere, He 2s 


ever mindful of His Covenant. 
And it may well go under this Denominati- 
on, as It is | 
The Contrivance of his Wiſdom, and 
The Settlement of his Will. 
1ſt. The Contrivance of his Wiſdom. 
Wiſdom, we all know, diſcovers itſelf in the 


Ends we propoſe, and the Means we make uſe 


of, and in our diligence and ſteadineſs in the 
Purſuit of thoſe Means. And in proportion 


to Indowments or Situation, the Ends propos'd 


ſhould 


#* Heb. 8. 13. + Heb. 8. i Gal. 3. 17. 
§ Plalm, 89. 28, 34. Palw 11. 5. 
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ſhould be more Excellent and Noble ; thus it 
would be baſe in the Supreme Majeſtrate to 
to look no higher than a Peaſant or a Tradeſ- 


man; what would be Commendable in the 


one, would be Mean and Contemptible 1 in the 
other. 

When we ſpeak of the Wiſdom of God, 
therefore as diſplay'd in this Covenant, we 
intend by it that God propos'd the higheſt End, 
the Manifeſtation of the Glory of his own 
Perfections, and in this amazing Scheme fixed 


on the beſt Means to bring about this End. 


Would he be known in the Glory of his 
Sovereignty as 2 God who will have mercy on 
whom he will have mercy ? Here is a Cove- 


nant of Grace to ſecure the Salvation of the 
 Redeemed from among Men of every Kindred, 


Tongue and Nation, whilſt Fallen Angels are 
reſerved in Chains, doomed to everlaſting 


_ Deſtruction. 


Is he Glorious in Holineſs? And would have 
the World know that Sin is the abominable 
Evil which his Soul hates? Where have we 
ſuch an Exhibition of his Reſentment againſt it, 
as in the Sufferings of his Son? His near Rela- 
tion to the Father, the Innocency of his Per- 
ſon, and the infinite Delight he took-in him, 
as always doing the things which were pleaſ- 
ing to him, hinder. not the Fierceneſs of his 
Wrath breaking out upon him when charged 

with the guilt of his People, a4 called to make 
ſatis- 


bt. 
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ſatisfaction for their Sins. The Father puts 
the Cup into the Hands of his own Son, and 
Drink it he muſt according to Covenant Set- 
tlements. 

Nor have we, or perhaps can we have ſuch 
another diſcovery that God is Love, as in the 
gift of his Son, Himſelf, and all the Ble eſſings of 
this Covenant to poor worthleſs, guilty, periſh- 
ing Sinners, ſo that we may well ſay herein 
he has ſet before us his manifold Wiſdom, in 
the moſt amiable, and ſtriking Light; and it 
is becauſe of the blindneſs of Men's Eyes, that 
they ſee not more of the Glory of Gad, in the 
Face of Chriſt the great Head of this Cove- 
nant, than in all his Works beſides. 

And if the choice of proper Means be an 
Evidence of Wiſdom, here we have it with the 
utmoſt Glory. Who ſo proper to be intruſt- 
ed as the Man his Fellow, One mighty to fave ? 
Who would be fo faithful to him as his own 
Son? Who ſo able to contend with the Powers 
of Darkneſs? And who ſo proper to receive 
the Glory of the united praiſe of the redeem- 
ed; as he who has the adorable Perfections of 
the Father, and whoſe delights were with the 
Sons of Men? 


And as it was the Contrivance of his Wiſ- 
dom, it is, 


2d, The Settlement of his Will. | 
What God might do is not for us to enter 
into; but what he 20 do he has revealed; and 


now 


* 
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now it is the Statute Law of Heaven concerning 
the Mediator of the New Covenant, That other 
Foundation can no Man lay than that which tis 
laid, which is Chriſt Jeſus; nor is there Salva- 
tion in any other, nor any other Name given 
under Heaven whereby we can be ſav'd. Him 
hath God ſet forth to be a Propitiation through 
Faith in his Bicod : And by him all who believe 
are Tuſtified from all thoſe things from which 
they could not be Fuſtified by the Law of Moſes ; 
ſo that beſides the utter impoſſibility of Juſti- 
fication any other way from the Circumſtances 
of the Sinner, It would be an high Affront to 
the Authority and Wiſdom of God after he 
has declared himſelf upon the Head, to at- 
tempt it. But to proceed, 

It is a Covenant of Peace, yea of God's Peace, 
the Covenant of my Peace ſhall not be removed. 
Peace in the Language of the Jews compriſed 
all Good, hence it was ſo commonly made uſe 
of by them, in their moſt affectionate Wiſh- 
es or Salutations. In the New Teſtament it is 
uſed ſometimes for Reconciliation, thus we 
have Peace with God thro' Feſus Chriſt, he is 
our Peace, in other Inſtances for Peace of Con- 
ſcience; this is a Bleſſing of the ſweeteſt import 
-as the former is of the greateſt Conſequence, 
and both are contained in this Covenant, God 
declares himſelf reconciled, and a believing 
"Application to this Covenant is the beſt means 
of introducing ſolid Peace into the Soul, when 
| weary 
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weary and heavy laden with a ſenſe of Sin: 
Nor is there any good of a ſpiritual or tempo- 
ral Nature which can be ſuppoſed to be con- 
tained in the Term Peace but is provided for 
here, for it has pleaſed the Fatber, that in the 
Head of the Covenant, all Fulneſs ſhould dwell, 
that from his Fulneſs we might receive, and 
Grace for Grace; and we may reſt ſatisfied in 
the Promiſes of this Covenant, ® He who pa- 
red not his own Son, but freely gave him up for 
us all, how ſhall he not with him freely give 
us all Things ? , + Yea, that all Things ſhall 
work together for good to thoſe who love God, 
and are called according to his Purpoſe. 

And when it is Emphatically ſaid the Cove- 
nant of my Peace; The Bleſſing is reſerved in 
the Hand of God, to give out to whom, and 
in what Meaſure he pleaſes. Which brings me 


IT. To the Spring or Source of this Covenant, 
Kindneſs and Mercy. 

My Kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, + 
faith the Lord, that hath Mercy on thee. 

The two principal Ideas in theſe Terms are, 
Sovereignty, which is abſolute and Diſtin- 
guiſbing; and Favour, with the moſt indear- 
ing Affection: Mercy and Merit is a Contra- 
diction in Terms; and whether the Pride of 
Man will bow to it or ſpurn at it, the Lan- 
guage of God in the diſpenſing of Mercy al- 
ways is, I Will; and ſhall we ſay it ought to 
be otherwiſe ? When we conſider the infinite 


Fg. Glo- 
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Glory of his Majeſty ; the meanneſs of his 


| Creatures when compared with him; the vile- 
neſs of Sinners: That this great King is above 


all Obligation, and were it not ſo, Rebels of all 
. could not make the leaſt Pretenſion to 

; ſurely then he may do what he will with 
bir own. We are all of us tender enough as to 
the diſpoſing of what we call our Property, who 
will bare with any degree of Patience a Chal- 
lenge on this Head? We are Quick-ſighted to 
diſtinguiſh between a Petition and a Demand, 
and where we are in ſome Inſtances diſpoſed to 
give, we refuſe, when a ſort of claim is laid, 
to convince the Addreſſor, of che difference. 
between a Debt and a Bounty. 

And yet it is no more ſtrange than true, that 
Man has not a greater quarrel with his Maker, 
than when he comes forth in the diſplay of 
diſtinguiſhing Mercy; the Apoſtle met with 
ſome of theſe in his Day, to whom he lays, 
* Nay, but O Man, who art thou that replieſt 
againſt God, ſhall the thing formed ſay to bim who 
formed it, why has thou made me thus! Hath 
not the Potter power over the Clay, &c. And 
he introduces a Cafe that might ſeem the moſt 
exceptionable as to Jacob and Eſau, and con- 
cludes, Is there any Unrightouſneſs with God? 
Ged forbid. For he ſaith to Moſes, 1 will have 
Mercy on. whom I will have Mercy; and 1 will 

* have Compaſſion on whom Iwill have Compaſſion ; 


Jo then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
run- 


* Rom. 9. 20, 27. 
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runneth, but of God who ſheweth Mercy. I can- 
not, but think after ſo Judicious and Pathetic a 
Vindication of the Divine Sovereignty; to ſay 
nothing that the Apoſtle was Inſpired, for any 
who pretend the leaſt Veneration for his Rea- 
ſoning to be perpetually Quarreling with it, is 
an Inconfiſtancy, chargeable with much more 
Abſurditv, than they can poſſibly impute to the 
Doctrine itſelf, But to bring the matter home 
to ourſelves, have any of us comfortable reaſon 
to conclude our Intereſt in this Covenant? con- 
ſidering what we once were, how many under 
the ſame Means continue ſtrangers to God and 
themſelves, and how Glorious the Priviledges 
are which it contains, muſt not we cry out 
Grace, Grace, and adore the Sovereignty of 
him who when he might juſtly have left us 
to periſh, ſaid unto us, Live? 
Which brings me to the other Idea, of 

Favour, with the moſt indearing A fection, 
couched in the Word Kindneſs, | 

And if we conſider what God has parted 
with, what he lays out upon, how he ſides 
with, and what he has Jaid up for his People, 
we ſhall ſoon diſcoyer the Propriety of the 
Term. | 

Kindneſs is more than to ſpare and to par- 
don, great Mercies as they are: It is to take 
into favour, to uſe well, to beſtow Bleflings. 
And what greater than God's Eternal Son and 
the Holy Spirit ? What more ennobling than 

| "5-2 the 
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the Divine Image? What ſo Entertaining as 
his Love ſhed abroad in the Soul? What fo 

eat a ſupport as his everlaſting Arm? What 
— ſhall prevail whilſt he takes part with 
us ? 18 there an honour like being a Child of 
God, an Heir, yea Joint-Heir with Chriſt? Who 
but the Saint with a God in Covenant ſmiling 
upon him, can meet Death with Pleaſure ? 
And if the inexhauſtible Treaſures within the 
Vail can inrich the Believer, they are all made 
over in this Covenant to conſtitue and com- 
pleat his Happineſs. 

It may well be called Kindneſs, behold what 
manner of Love is this, look Saints, yea look 
again, and again : Wonder, and adore, ſurely 
your God is Love. But it's time to proceed 
to the next General. 


III. T be ſolemn Aſſurance we have, of the 
Stability, Perpetuity, and Unchangeableneſs of 
this Covenant, My Kindneſs ſhall not depart 
from thee, nor the Covenant of my Peace be re- 
moved, ſaith the Lord, that hath Mercy on thee. 
This is the ſpiritual Glory of this Covenant it 
cannot be diſannulled. The God whoſe Cove- 
nant it is, is poſſeſſed of ſupream Authority, 
incontrolable Power, and unchanging Faith- 
fulneſs ; now his Reſolution i is, my Kindneſs ſhall 
not depart. 

And has he not a right to determine in this 
Matter, who is Lord of all May he not draw 

out 
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out a Scheme to glorify his own PerfeCtiong 
in what way he will? Shall any dare to ſay 
to this Glorious Majeſty, what doſt thou? 
And can it enter into the Thoughts of Men, 
when Gad has ſet his Heart upon any thing, he 
ſhould want Means to accompliſh it? Or is he 
a Capricious Being like a Man, that he ſhould 
lie, or the Son of Man that he ſhould repent ? 
No, his Counſel ſhall ſtand, and he will do 
all his FPleaſure. 

To ſay he is ſurprized with new Events, and 
not ſufficiently provided for them, is Blaſphe- 
my; as it is to imaginę that the Father of Lights 
ſhould be variable, or have the leaſt ſhadow of 
turning. 

Vou obſerve the Language is peremptory, 
and without Conditions, it ſhall not depart, 

That Saints deſerve to be turned out of 
Covenant for their Backſlidings, and non-im- 
provement of Mercies, is not denyed ; they 
themſelves are the firſt to acknowledge it : 
And ſometimes in an Hour of Darkneſs and 
Temptation, their Fears may run high from 
a Senſe of their unworthineſs that this may be 
the Caſe: But God has graciouſly determined 


the matter in their favour, I they forſake his 
Law, and walk not in his Judgments ; If they 
break his Statutes and keep not his Command- 
ments: He will viſit their Tranſgreſſions with 
the Rod, and their Iniquity with Stripes; never- 
theleſs Jays he, my Loving-kindneſs will I not 

ute 
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utterly take from him, (their Head, and there- 
fore not from them his Members) nor ſuffer 
my faithfulneſs to fail. My Covenant will I not 
break, nor alter the thing that's gone out of my 
Mouth : And for greater Security, if greater 
can be deſired, it is added, Once have I ſworn 
* by my Holineſs, that 1 will not lie unto David. 
Now if we compare this with the Apoſtles 
account of an Oath, That it is for Confirmation 
and to put an end to all Strife; and attend to 
what he obſerves in this very Caſe ; we may 
adore the Grace of God that he + being wil- 
ling more abundantly to ſhew unto the Heirs of 
. Promiſe, the immutability of his Counſel, confirm'd 
it byan Oath : That by two immutable things in 
awhich it was impoſſible for God to lie, we might 
have ftrong Conſolation, who have fled for re- 
Fuge to lay hold on the Hope ſet before us. 
So that we have the Promiſe and Oath of 
the God of Truth, that this Covenant ſhall 
not be broke, nor can any reaſon be aſſigned 
of greater force to engage God to turn his 
People out of Covenant, than there was againſt 
his taking them into it ; nothing but Grace, 
mere Grace, could incline him to look on them, 
and take them into Covenant, when caſt out 
to the loathing of their Perſons, guilty and 
unclean; And there is the higheſt reaſon to 
conclude the fame Grace will ſecure their in- 
tereſt in it, and convey all needful bleſſings, 


till the great End of the Covenant is anſwered, 
The 


* Palm 89. 30, 1, 2, 3 4+ + Heb. 6. 17, 18. 
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The Glory of God in their compleat Salvation. 
Moreover, this Covenant being ratified by 
the Blood of Jeſus, receives a teſtamentary 
Form; and we may conclude with the Apoſtle, 
that though it is but a Man's Covenant or 
Teſtament, as the Word ſignifies, if it be 
confirmed, no Man difannulleth, or added 
thereto, And if where there is a Teſtament 
there muſt of neceſſity be the Death of the 
Teſtator, in order to give ſtrength or force to 
the Teſtament ; Jeſus the Mediator of the 
New Teſtament, laid down his Life, that 
they which are called, might receive the 
Promiſe of the Eternal Inheritance, 
The purport of Chriſts Will or Teſtament 
you have in his laſt Prayer, that God would 
ſanctify his People, and keep them, and he 
cloſes it in the very Terms of a Teſtament, * 
Father I will that they alſo whom thou haſt given 
me, be with me where J am, to behold my Glory. 
Now if it were only a Son aſking a favour of 
his Father, it were ſome incouragement to hope 
well of the Succeſs : But when we think of the 
Glory of his Perſon, the Honour he brought 
to God, and his performance of the Conditions 
on which this Bleſſing was ſuſpended, and 
which the Father ſolemnly ſtipulated to give 
him to his entire Satisfaction upon his fulfilling 
of them; We have all the Aſſurance we can 
have, that he was heard, and that according 
to the Covenant, God will give Grace, and 
Glory 


* John 17. 24. 
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Giory; and withhold no good thing from all 
his Members whom he gave unto him, and 
who are enabled to walk uprightly. 

And as it is an unchangeable, ſo it is an 
everlaſiing Covenant, carrying the Believer 
through all the Stages of Life, and introducing 
him into all the Glories of the Heavenly World. 

In the Execution of this Deſign, the Heart 
of God will reſt for ever : And the Saint will 
be imploy'd in the Contemplation of the Wiſ- 
dom, Love, and Faithfulneſs of a God in Co- 
venant, through the endleſs Ages of Eternity; 
which brings me, * 

IV. To the Amplification or Illuſtration of 
the Security of this Covenant. For this is as 
the Waters of Noah unto me; for as I have 
fworn that the Waters of Noah ſhould no more 
go over the Earth; ſo have I ſworn that I 
awould not be wrath with thee, nor rebuke thee. 

For the Mountains ſball depart, and the Hills 
be removed, but my Kindneſs ſhall not depart 
from thee, &c. e 

In the former Words there is a Reference to 
that univerſal Deluge, which in the Days of 

Noab, deſtroyed the Inhabitants of the Earth, 
himſelf and Family excepted, concerning which 
moſt awful Deſolution, God promiſed it ſhould 
never more take place as it had then done, and 
in the Text there is an Appeal to the Experience 
of all preceding Ages, whether God had remem- 


bred and fulfilled this Covenant or no? The 
* 1 Sea 


* 
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Sea had ſometimes overflowed its Bounds, and 
Land- floods deſtroyed much Corn and People, 
but no univerſal Flood; well, ſays God, have I 
been true to my Covenant with Noah? I have 
as truly, and ſtrongly bound myſelf to you in 
this Covenant of Grace: Did I ſwear unto 
him? You alſo have my Oath; And my Glory 
is as much concerned in the one, as in the other. 
In the latter Inſtance God calls upon his People 
to look on the Hills and the ſeveral Ranges 
of the loftieſt Mountains; theſe may ſeem to 
bid fair for continuance, but they may depart, 
and in courſe: of Ages moulder awzy, or be 
overturned by Earthquakes ; and if they eſcape 
theſe, yet in the great Conflagration yo (hall 
be burnt up, but ſays God, my Kindneſs ſhall 
not depart, &c. In this we ſee his great Con- 
deſcention to Reaſon with us in our awn way, 
otherwiſe ſurely it had been enough that the 
Mouth of the Lord had: pronounced the FaR, 
without any additional Securities. 

If any ſhould object, this leads to W 
neſs, and incourages Indolence and Careleſſ- 
neſs ; We reply, the unconverted Sinner has 
no Scriptural Evidence of his Intereſt in this 
Covenant, till he feels the Bleſſings of it writ 
upon his Heart: He cannot ſay, the Lord is 
his God, whilſt he is deſtitute of his Fear: 
And ſuppoſing the Saint to have the leaſt de- 
gree of Gratitude, what ſo likely to inflame 
his Love to God, wigs him with Zeal for 

his 


— 


26 The Unchangeableneſs of Gop's Covenant, 


his Glory, and excite him to a chearful and 
ſteady Obedience, as a comfortable perſuaſion 
of an Intereſt in his Favour ? That the Lord 
is his God, and will be ſo for ever and ever. 

The Believer well knows the Confiſtence 
between Diligence in the uſe of appointed 
Means, and Faith in the Wiſdom, and Power 
of God, to ſecure the Event. 


It remains that we make ſome 
Application. 

I. Let each of us inquire, with the utmoſt 
ſtrictneſs and care, into the Evidences we have, 
of our Intereſt in this Covenant of Grace: this 
being all our Salvation, we had need look well 
to it that we are not deceived by reſting in Ap- 

ances, and taking up with the Shadow, 
whilſt we miſs the Subſtance. 

It is not what our Parents may have done 
by Prayer and ſolemn Dedication for us, nor 
in what Denomination of Profeſſors we have 
entered ourſelves; no, nor what Doctrinal 
Principles we may be generally acquainted 
with; but what God has done in us, and for 
us, that ought to give us Satisfaction; has he 
opened our Eyes to ſee how guilty and vile 
we are by Nature and Practice? ſhewn us the 
Plague of our Hearts? Made us humble our 
- Souls before him, and loath ourſelves in our 
own Sight? Has he ſoftned our obdurate Spi- 
Tits, and engaged us with Evangelical Contri- 
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tion to look on him whom we haye pierced, 
and to mourn ? Have we been led to Jeſus as 
the great * . ? And know what it is to com- 
mit our Souls into his Hand? Have we re- 
nounced our own Righteouſneſs, and built all 
our hopes of Pardon and Acceptance on the 
Merit of his Blood and Righteouſneſs ? Have 
we ſeen the Beauties of Holineſs, and taſted 
the Pleaſure of Communion with God? Do 
we deſire to live in his Fear and aim at his 
Glory? Theſe are comfortable Indications, that 
he has made with us in Chriſt an Everlaſting 


Covenant. 


II. Saints, ſhould you not humble your Souls 
before God, that you have been ſo unſteadfaſt 
in his Covenant: 

God is faithful, by whom you are called in- 
to the Fellowſhip of his Son ; where he has 
begun the good Work he will carry it on ; nor 
does he ever leave or forſake his People; but, 
alas, how treacherous are the Hearts of the 
beſt towards him ! How ready to forget the 
moſt ſolemn Profeſſions, and turn their Back 
on him on every Occafion | 

Shall not his unchangeable Love, and Co- 
venant Faithfulneſs upbraid us with our Incon- 
ſtancy? And make us lie in the Duſt before 
the Lord for our Baſeneſs and Ingratitude? 
Surely we ought-to ſay in an Hour of Temp- 
tation, how ſhall we forſake the Fountain of 

D 2 Liv- 
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Living Waters: does the Lord always remem- 
ber his Covenant with us, and ſhall we un- 
gratefully provoke him by turning aſide from 
the Path of his Commandments ? 


III. It is the Glory of the ſecond Adam, the 
Lord from Heaven, that the Covenant of which 
he is the Head, ſecures the Bleſſing of Salva- 
tion unto all who are intereſted in it. 

This, we know, was not the 'Caſe with the 
firſt Adam, nor could be with any meer Crea- 
ture. A finite changeable Being is always ſub- 
ject to fall, but as God upholds him; the moſt 
that can be ſaid of Adam was, that he had pow- 
er to ſtand, but when the Matter came to Tri- 
al, being left to the freedom of his Will, he 
apoſtatized from God, and loſt the Life he 
was intruſted with for himſelf and Poſterity. 
But Chriſt came that his People might have 
Life, and in his Covenant Tranſactions he ſti- 
pulated not for a Peſſibility of Salvation only, 
but for the aſſured Poſſeſſion of the Bleſſing in 
all its Compaſs and Glory. 


IV. Saints ſee here, what is to be your Sup- 
port and Comfort in a dying Hour: The great 
Promiſe of your Covenant Head belongs to 
you, becauſe IJ Live, ye ſhall Live alſo. 
' You will probably have many things to re- 
flea on with uneaſineſs, with reſpect to Frame 


and Conduct, when you come to Survey, how 
OO. | you 
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you have lived with, and for God, ſince you 
firſt made a Profeſſion. And if the Tempter 
ſhould be ſuffered to Aſſault you, how will 
you come at ſolid Peace, but by laying hold 
of this Covenant? Death will ſhake us out of 
our Carnal Confidences, and dreadfully affright 
us, but as we are affiſted to lay hold of him, 
who by his own Death ha” deſtroyed him who 
had the Power of Death. 

This was the great Mercy of our honoured 
deceaſed Friend, his Soul cleaved 'to God's 
Covenant and reſted his All upon it, which he 
mentioned as the great Spring of thoſe Hopes 


which in the proſpect of Death made him 
Calm and Eaſy. 


| As to his Fe Men (1.6 

He appeared to be a plain, honeſt, upright 
Man, open and without Diſguiſe, to be truſted 
and depended on, being ſteady and prudent i in 
the main of his Conduct. 

He had a rich Experience of the Grace 1 
God, and diſcovered a viſible Pleaſure in con- 
verſing about ſacred Things. And as far as I 
have heard, was enabled to adorn the Doctrine 
of God his Saviour, by an holy and humble 
Converſation. | 

He was diſtinguiſhed for a good Gift 
in Prayer, ſo that he was much taken 
notice of whilſt he was a private Mem- 


ber, for his Judgment, Faith, and Aﬀetsi- 
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on in calling upon the Name of God. This 
led ſome to think he might have an Aptneſs 
to Teach, which by degrees was diſcovered 
much to their Satisfaction, in ſome private Con- 
ferences for mutual Edification ; at which, af- 
ter earneſt Prayer and ſeveral Days Meditation 
on the Words propoſed'; he was prevailed with 
to ſpeak from ſomecPaſſages of Scripture, and 
aſſiſted to do it pertinently and ſpiritually. A 
Report of this being made to the Church, he 
was called by them to Exerciſe his Gift private- 
ly, which he did for ſeveral Months; Prayer 

made to God continually for his Aſſiſt- 
ance, and their Direction. 

At length the Church being ſatisfied that he 
had a Gift, which promiſed ſome Uſefulneſs 
under a Divine Bleſſing ; Set apart a time to 

ve him a Call to the Exerciſe of it, which was 
er with great Unanimity and Joy. 

After his he preached Occaſionally among 
* Churches, and as far as I have heard, was 
well accepted, as a Workman rightly di vidi ng 
= Word o Truth ; but he-was not long en- 

ped in this Service before you invited him 
rt to Aſſiſt you, and then to Join your pre- 
ſent honoured Paſtor ® in the Care and Over- 
fight of you; to which Service he was ſolemn- 
ty ſet apart by Prayer and Impoſition of Hands. 
Fo he acquitted himſelf among you, you 
beſt know; and I am perſuaded it was with 


fo much honour, that there is not a Member 
of 


* The Rev. Mr. David Rees. 
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of the Church, but laments- the Removal of 
him, as of a Faithful, Affectionate, Laborious 
Servant of the Lord. | 

He had a great Zeal for the Important Doc- 
trines of the Goſpel, and for his Time, had a 
clear Inſight into the Myſteries of the Kingdom; 
his Sermons, for he ſhewed me many of them, 
were as far as I am a Judge Methodical and 
Inſtructive; his Addreſs to Sinners pathetic, and 
his Reaſoning with Saints ſtrong and neryous. 

God honoured him with ſeveral Seals to his 
Miniſtry, ſo that we were ready to promiſe 
ourſelves great Uſefulneſs had he been longer 
continued: But the great Shepherd thought 
fit to cut ſhort his Work in Righteouſneſs and 
Aſſign him his Reward. 

One thing I cannot omit, he had a deep 
concern of Spirit for the Order and Diſcipline 
of God's Houſe, did all he could to promote 
it, and was much grieved where he failed of 
Succeſs. He often expreſſed the Apprehenſion 
he was under of the dangerous Conſequences 
of breaking down the Hedge, and laying all 
things Common; well knowing a Pretence of 
the moſt extenſive Charity, is no excuſe for 
annulling or corrupting the great Ordinances 
of the Goſpel. 

His Sickneſs was rather bowieg than pain- 
ful ; a little low Fever brought on a general 
Weakneſs, which gradually brought him to 


the Grave, 


He 
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He had great Supports, and his Faith and 
Hope in lively Exerciſe, during the'greateft 
part of his Illneſs; his Language was very Spi- 
ritual and Comfortable, to all who viſited him. 
He told me his Soul was fix'd on the Rock 
Chriſt, „and reſted in the Covenant“: And 
and in the midſt of Prayer put up on his Ac- 
count, he broke out with an audible Voice, 
OO That is Glorious referring to the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt ; and added, © there is my 
'Reft and Hope 
He was ſomewhat defirous of Life, had it 
been the Will of God; nor are we to wonder 
at it: He was in the Bloom of Life, lately pla- 
ced in a very honourable Station, and engaged 
in a Work his Soul took great delight in; and 
which no doubt had a conſiderable weight 
with him, Providence had but juſt given him 
a moſt ſuitable Companion, who with her 
excellent Father, ſtudied to make his Life 
every way agreeable. Theſe and other Reaſons 
might ſometimes make him wiſh to ſtay; but 
with great Reſignation to the Divine Will, he 
threw himielf into the Hands of God, to do 

with him as he pleaſed. | | 

He had ſome flattering Symptoms, common 
in his Caſe, which gave his Friends hope; 
but at length Death, the Believers Friend, did 
his Office, and he breathed out his Spirit into 
the Hands of his Redeemer ; may the awful 
Providence be greatly ſanftified! oO 
2H You 
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You his ſorrowing Relations are called to 
ſee the Hand of God, to. hear the Voice of the 
Rod, and to humble your Souls before him ; 
he has made this Breach upon you ; beg Grace 
to lay it to Heart, and to go forth and meet 
him, ſaying, Righteous art thou, O Lord, for we 
bave finned againſt thee ! He can eaſily make 
up the Loſs, and if you have the Scripture 
Evidence, of an Intereſt in the Covenant, you 
may plead the Promiſes fuited to your Cir- 
cumſtances; let the Widow look to him who 
has ſaid, * Fear not for thy Maher is thine 
Husband, and let her truſt in him for Help 
and Defence. | 

Let forrowing Parents remember, Who has 
engaged to give his People a Name better 
than that of Sons and Daughters; And: may 
every Relation find it a very uſeful and teach- 
ing Diſpenſation. * 

And ſurely, my Honoured Friends, the 
Members of this Church, you muſt I think 
ſee the Hand of the Lord upon you; To have 
one Paſtor confin'd by a painful Diſorder, ſo as 
to be almoſt Dead to you, as to a Capacity of 
Service, for ſeveral Years; and to have another 
juſt raiſed up, bleſs'd a little, and then ſud- 
denly called Home : It would be a very bad 
Sign indeed if theſe things made no Impreſſion 
upon you. As the Lord ſhall help you inquire 
carefully what may have provoked him, take 
care of Drowſineſs and Barrenneſs, leaſt he 
| E ſhould 
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ſhould proceed to further Severities, ſtir up 
one another to Prayer, and intreat the Holy 
Spirit to enable you wiſely to improve the Means 


the Lord may yet provide for you : Remem- 


ber him who lately had in part the overſight of 
you, and endeavour to be Followers of him in 
Faith, Zeal, and Holineſs, as far as he was a 
Follower of Chriſt, 


And forgive my dear Werben the Freedom, 
when I fay, what if you were to be more in- 
ſtant as a Church in Prayer for your preſent 
excellent Paſtor; who knows but the Lord 
might reſtore him and make him a remarka- 
ble Bleſſing among you? 


I have only to add God grant we may all 

carry about with us a ſenſe of our Frailty; Dy- 
ing Work will be our Work ere long: The Lord 
prepare us for it! Whatever we may think in 


Health; of Riches, Honour, and Pleaſure: A 
Covenant God, an Intereſt in Jeſus, and an 


Hope of Glory, will be the great Cordials to 


our fainting Spirits, when we are called to look 
into Eternity, and meet our Judge. 


Happy Man who believing in Jeſus, daily 
converſes with God, grows more like him, 
who in the realizing Views of the Glories of 
| Heaven, is indifferent to the things of Time 
ay. and Senſe! He may lay down his Headi in Peace, 
and 
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and truſt his Father, that he will make good 
his Promiſe, tho the Mountains may depart and 
the Hills be removed, my Kindneſs ſhall not de- 
part from thee, nor the Covenant of my Peace 
be removed ; 2 th the Lord, who hath Mercy 


on thee, 
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